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Design and Fabrication of Thin Film Bi-Sb and Bi-Cu Thermopiles for
IR Thermal Radiation Detection

R. Afzalzadeh*, S. R. Tabatabaie Baffroie
Department of physics, K. N. Toosi University of Technology, P.O.Box: 15875- 4416, Tehran - Iran

Abstract: Thin film thermopiles are widely used as small size sensors, in particular to sense infra-red thermal
radiations. In this paper a method for designing and fabrication of thin films Bi-Cu thermopiles in linear array of 8
and 11 elements in series and mono-layer is introduced. Also, fabrication of Bi-Sb and Bi-Cu thin film thermopiles,
which are used as IR radiation sensors, made in multilayer form with 100 series junctions in circular shape are
presented. The samples are fabricated on a PCB board with double-sided copper laminated as a substrate. The results
of our measurements show that the output voltage produced due to temperature difference between junctions, is very
sensitive and linear to temperature difference.

KeyWOI‘dS: thermopile, thin film, Bi, Sh, Cu, Sensor, thermocouple




Ay Y Joaseys oSl g > )b

L O _

*email:  rafzalzadeh

slayluy LT gl g 3 S
gl O3ty g 4 A4S Zows b
D103 4z oo s lLawn 0o
SIS gy Sl LT e aSb S
o oS Mdaw 51 wlael )0 45 awl
oS ol o wlel s L[ gy 4 V] WS
5o oLlSya  cuh @aS VAYY o 4s
o dhad g0 yo aldixe slolwy
bLiS oo 5 Ses Jude 8o
oo AT sl s LT Jlasl
99 o=l O el WS 0
Lo 4S8 dgd,0 dlxol Hlaoe Ho dhids
g oyw JLaSl ogn Ga slos B
o3l 50 daaw ool po WS 5 eSS
aFle sl o cOhdS Ho Low!l cwlisie
adyo DS HLD sleasw cdusoys
95 olaol slea L&Gwy aldyduy Lol
GAS gadgea e olas Y gledey
delo Yo doow oo Lo s ol
daeeyd aFlew 4o ()bl gy A>T
doow ooy Jowl oud YL 4Y sla
. (LV/°C)  adasl y Lo
4 Uy oS oo w5 5 =
O S L osde doyrd Leo AWES
slapinl 5L Oy
cwl M Lhwold sae Ladly 5S ) g0y

Pogwe dgyrS po)y 4ol Lo 4S

(SA — SB )2

(/o) )|

ZAB =

cibw slawsl yo Sp g Sa 0T o as
5 SopaSdl anlus slew o0 g Oa
3 oloy S aulae
o=l o J[¥] Lblo,o B g A b3l
dlao  Sow ool g degiy LS

sleco M oha

=To uV/°C L a4y oud wlsisl
9 Ssp= Yo uv/°c «Spi =

JLadl 35 Wi .Scw = Y/A pv/C
jl_l_]_g sSb_9 Bl o A LTJLM_H J|_9_,o
S sl 4 o N W S
L 0> M| Oy 8 S Lw 4>
Jl w5 3| ) ) w0 99 B
[ - wl sl
.Ssp-Spi® Yo - (=1eo) = Y+« puvV/°C

dde O Y Lo Sb K Bi JLasl
D500 gwolie Lo dwslis yo Sowold
—lisa Y Gaixaa o] oot [

VYAY/ /XY tadlie goyudy go)Ls
(@yahoo.com

YYAY/o/Yeo tadlie ablyys goyls

dodio -\
—5y -0y 7 S W W)
I gic 4 (SO X o 0y 3)

Sl )3T e 5 g luy LSBT Jale
slo= o0l Hlws sleojyyls
A T e S A AaJe S
e 9 B Lo PR S Ll
09Sssw 9 oSl goy S slelgeS
(Jomse3) LT 51 solo) ol ass
Jb S oS e ey S
S oo libw! cd>e5  odls o4l
ol el sl sl s s
N = IR -VIE T R S R S L S &
0350 S 51 JUwe glsde 4 Lowl
sloo 1hsS5 dlsn syl IS sy
LS cw!l ol colibw! Oyl > audgs
s edqaSsey S Ve ddowy 4
Ol geda S 0 4 L.A_)_L,\_w_o !>
U—»’I “)ﬁ—“’ J_L.l_,k_& é_))_}ﬁ_]l oJJ._)l
olw YV >3 4hd el yl W
s VY WKg sios oS 5 5o

0 9 0dsy dwoyd ¥ dgu> )Ly
D] o 458y HLS 49 oyl galo
BN Lel osSg 0y [ Sy LS

094 9wl Ly Loy syaSo)l usl

S cw!l Jxae L edle Ly gl
0 Al ly ol sles  walgs o
slausol 38 J05S ¢l p L8

B T B T e S R L
cOwl dglade g pSawlio slebgy )
S 9 Arwes o2l oo ogdle
Gwl el cuw Iyl g g le ) Ly LD
$d) 1 s B Lz)Lw)l_&ﬁ)T o= FILY
g w9 b ER - b O 902
ool s lgatwaw ¢ (Shiy ¢y LSS Lw
Jeb o 800 o)l g el
Lioas) Y] e S sl oo 1 hus
sledluw Lo gowssd slbepSue dxuss
R L TS I e
2Soed Sy S sl A UHLO
slaal e yluylSal ol Lawl sogo
g LT dwly s aS)l dasS
LesT Wl wbol 4 Lol ool
Goolid 4o HLao g 00 odaay
o= o doc Qe Lol YD
LS el Hylwy sloed LAJL‘A‘)MT
Swl odd e lo 4S8 cwl LT Lo
Lol Ty pdY ol slaoyy s

- [r]



<>

YYAY YA oolad el s (sid 5 psle 4l

Gelis ool Ly .psl 4isle s 05,S
slgSwlo ) oo L dwl sl 4 aS
oo Ldw!l gws ol 5 ==
duameod 90 ey =2l Lo LpalonS
VY 5 (owds ealy las wSe o) A
ahw 4SS (Y JS@) 4b sle L Jlas
P U 2od> JLas! DY Sy e

sledlall o sleadold 5 &5)0)da

Hoble A Foon Sy 4o puS g dw
o=l b Lawld o yohie o
GdyS Oy gladeS 4o Ladugsey
o Ly L 4

Bi-Sb J3 L5 0¥ sledososs sosas —Y JSb
Slow 4Sga5 30) gaw JlaSl Ve Ly sl aoYais
Seow 45 ga) Bi-Cu P I W u_b} Jus0s 5 g (;v,\._g

(Qw ! y

05Le Ly plY slellal
“ b
o=l el

cpyo )
Sod ol B s Jal
(§|4_31_§|.L? iy
oyl sleadadgsed Hyo Lublba Hehio
Lol asle 45 Ma iz, Jsb sl
A Y 5 BT I S e S v |- U
sh3 4 KB sTosgls Jaysesd
0 A3y 4hd g b N0 LB
gL@JL@jﬂ Y Jsl) awld S W,
5 2S00 ol haxe sy oo
ould boaxe sy puS slgllald
s S ol B piSae S
s Vrroum ayS gledlasl Ho 55l
Jbasl 40 42 o Ll oo 4ddwls
gra LS sl o sow!l o+ um P)jﬁ S Jw
3 da 805 S S G0y Lo
wrs co 3l xhe I 4y o LWl
L paS sledladl 311, Loy
0o LS a0ty gl 38 xo a4 0w
clwy Yrroum o4 b3 e ghge ool
O els o mm oaoly e Jgb

abw &/¢ mm a8 5 oyw slgllaSl
s /Yo mm' JoSsey5 s wles
Sde Vot gow gledsSeen S 2luxs
oz clw Y JSW) Wb 45838y o
D10l a1 oo lidw! Ly pub ool
L of ande plud 5 prwyS AS, S|
Sery Ods 4 b dhe Syl geid
baxo 5o S 9 045 oy o503

O ol S xS gy Lo LesT
i sl LT

O |

Ledingoss dolw g >0k Y

B 00 Ladiwl d)ygno s LleSwlo
ol 2l ib syeb e By Seha ]
slaoyxiy 1 ol bw!l Lo 45 ol

Gow  yob 4y LedlaSl das  cowlis
() JSd) wed Juade ,8ouss 4
Iy Bi-Cu ¥ &5 5 Jhs sledaysays

S gsa «Soio Bows sleol o
P IO N S R SEIS S e | U S SO
b [F] ead @yl 3S ey 4o li

00 LS w!
slaYuis JHylbo 4Y Juageys asle
a gleSwlo

Dye0 slgSwlo -) S
slo—= g
Slen 31 C 4 Loow JLaSl owe Ly
gole 4y b odwle 5 oglise W yuS gyl
0ol g0 oo (Cug))eid)
clb o pdY

B Ssiad o

glrogig Lo C 5 A



Ay Y Joaseys oSl g > )b

L O _

Jy Lo s la 4y zsbw
4 ~u_$3_l_b_o C‘_«’\_“"_’ 9

NEBES
oud  guolo)yl

odol Cwdy SHLS Y Siows blxd
solal 5 JolS seddiwd H o cOwl
Sy T ey sl
2 o Bi-Sb o Jussey S oS le sl
Y o Lwy o w0 g o 458y S
CVC osya aslw) o o olas
U ombary Las o oolo b (LSl
S0 VA Loyas el L Yyx) e
Fy Ol el 51 L SHLS a0y 4 5LS
WY s o= YorrA culae 4y
Golio g olbsaY el el
S0l eS Pwsa s daws 4 42Y

Plj_:ub 4

[ S - I U R
Jy!l dwlae !
¥ sy o
5 S S T R W WV RN Wi
o Lo > BN Lad g 0212
Lo cp2o90) 1y LesT wol) sledso
(Lo gas plass J3l 40¥ oud oo lal
99 0 (Dedwo)yeid)  d@ole 4y
do dads Hy Selss Ly Ty el
U 1 I P W 4w g 4 0 g 3 S
cpody S Dl a0 Hwloe 5 gy
‘:sL,oJJ.)C,\_chil_”)Q:L_A‘t_;I‘)_}TUA_&_w
00 L paidblae&S ol p 8 Al 4z Y
99 1y Leddgasd audS cad>yo guysT

(QUwgabda HHV o5 Lw)
soaSey Sl LS
ool Swl Ly kS dyg0
o SIS
Sl ol s

B O yo 0 Slaa sy o L w
4543 ) 00 L wl [ 9 od 1l
LS Yr sgd> Sl L 0485 guualse

Iy Ogswo 4alS 5o Pﬁ)_")_u)_(_ﬂ Yo
Oog Lio 05> cpd S — bacia oy
JI e Ssewan ooy Seopasd)
LS 1y oF ¥ cawl ¢l gail
60‘_9J+DT Y gl 40 elro 4
eolitiwl Ly .pouslas oA ks
$o SO uSeiad g psw dwle
Lo d g0 $90 = S dos0 b
O 10 ol )3 Lo aoled yo Ldd oo Loy
029°) 5 ewlbin b H> Ledigas
O bdagseyd aSle Jol o cDaawn
2SS 4 Y (Y U)oy
o g2l S e e Y 4SS Gl
b sl b B e
03lo 9y o 4S5 Sb 4 Bi 45L31u>
efie Gl
S sl =
cudly 0o Liswl

PR O é)_’?l
oL EBRS
L Ow | oy oyl 38

D9 San o kb osle o lShola)T
P o 2lsee Subghld jhs Lo
dolo o s ool 31 Sl ¢l po
Olejon candsl olzol ol VLo
¢ O lw >0 Guldyl

sylwodluel sl 4 La 40Y 50}
Lo 1ol BisSb sladuqsoss 40Y 0]
mledowd cdageay S b 4y d>aS

éjLuJOJLAT

. Ow |

slo= 1y PCB 8 sy uwo Y
P SRR - ‘:;Lg_H_m_m solSpux ]
Ol gie 4 () o Lgiow 3
Sy Y eogw slgdlaSl () 1,8

T e R e N
dys0 4SS lals> Ho Iy o 4N gurw

Jded=xwo HI ool adwl Lo o5 HLoS
ol 50 a8 Yer ahle Ly FeCly
oY o) shlwoolal sl o L p0d40)
oo Lidiwl 4o 4k «Bi-Cu gladoaygoys

PCB o8 ss) s Sz o 4¥ )
ple 5 JdoeosS odle do Ol e 4o
o Tl cpe o Slad oY 40 Lo

U W S I L VP S O
g9 = o B dHse zob sy
g 003 S ooblay aY oy Lo 4y
cp2ogn)y 1y ol saln) sletawd
S awl ol >4 29 P.g_,o 458
$90 o= Vs e 2Y Salse
Yo um og4d> 2g>90 w0 Sla

dyso HLS sl swlxe (ol <O |
NS g eogs oluy s La gl
Gl 3l rada> 51 cubS,o o Lal
=S andyb s olepS ol
Syl e oSl L dlaS|
sledladl o) 4oly 5> Jladl o
oo ) gl o) gl 31 e (0w
JolS gy pde Ol slaas] dlols
Luwgld wo 40¥ slaoylis o Lean
(Gwo)yyeid) oY 90 uo Gole odlo
Qoo o LSeS JlaSl e LSl

o= &0 gl o= e
o 1) e ¥ Gnlno o Ly laignl
Sod> A @wilone s —mlaeas gl o)
Vo) e S le)y GeSa L
i boes b L 1, L
poS ol 5 meddyb gole 4o el
bge yhio o Ho 5 e sF 4o
of eadoge opFT 0 LpodS g
SIECEE RS SRS -t S W IS RSV &
sl Laolbo gey o2 bl

AR



YYAY YA oylad ol dbwn (Hoid g pole 4o

AT (°C)
[CEUER g e S0y ol ypaxs Hlogas EA N L&)
d5 s s ogledagey s sl Loy WS L
S JL‘A_?l VY ( C.\_A)Lc) AL Bi-Cu gid_g}l

—~ ) Py

: ayed

E s

% // : //

e Lo |

° | g SR

0 0 o u

AT ©C)

O duwd > S Uy ol yuax3 ylogals -8 S
sladangeys Glixoe d4g0d & gl Loy AW
Voo Ly BisSb 4 Bi-Cu gl 4o¥ubis 5 JSi glognlo

g Jlad
O Lo s3> 4oy Lo G | r

BENER S P
G glin ol S gifus OO
S sloyolo slad g sl

cOgawmay g g 1 JZai e sl Yy
sladsgas sl o 1Y uV/°C s> o

03 0 saiSTy Cpawny 31 JRad
aud ! COw Yoo pV/C o by us
e sl oo o eyl dges
Sg4> o Bi-Cu Jumse S Sy

3o ol Ao aSga sl 5 1Y puV/°C
ool

3 oW awdy to uV/°C s4us
dow ooy (Bi-Sb S, JagsesS
xS abga slys g A pV/°C syus

Lowl odel G wdy o pV/°C sgus T

VY

<>

Jedzo 90 4hg5 40 @dge Lo g
« ZnCly éL@Jﬁm oSy 5l as 9_3.\_4.71
Lwl g Sophwd duw!  (FeCly  <AlCIy
el e R R
dy s Jdgdme gy ol Lael Cwa
J> 1, Sb 4 Bi jaie 40 4S50S0 as
R A T I B

S low i ) L

Lag S0yl Ol ol o gogy -Y
io LSSl SlesLie | Wil

Iy Sb 4 Bi Jils slaayy (gl

Sldxiw aoglioe . pu03S S0yl asl

s Y QO is o) seniisT U3l ALY

A QIO ssas o Ogewny JHLS 4y
32 Sb sy yly Gwglis Lael Swd
Gaglio o V0 rQ ogu> Ho JagseyS
YYe o ogu> 0 Jageey s Bl o
D s Sol uSl anl
D9 Uy saSe il ol sl o
cdlioxay pSddy So 31 dugeys
Gl o cud ooliSw! /) mV oy a4y
sledladl o) s losS b guls
D I I e e e e
sl So O o gl dlash sy
Ol ody e )l Jawd 4SS a_b.u.\_,o
o= RN 0> Lajwl de o Sy

Gow 4o 4SS JuogeyS sey s ol
Ul 185 g VoY S
Loy W LS QJ‘)J/H B .Li)wo
blugd oud slayl gleyS od> 31 4
R W uw)
owy 49 Loy SN éj_&jo)‘.\_”‘
g JULxsy 4JL5LS g0 ahwloed
Gdy Ho 4S5 aglde SpeS 8w gy 4
s osw sledladl dxe yo ¥ )
slod a0l Jae 4 ded o wuwad pyS
00 Jaseys JUTs 5 pSwe 50 g
GaaSo)lall o lieS Sley slao)ly
s I T e R e L R L
slbs axuis o Ly S D) g
2wy ole) S Juls s Se)yl dll
BN LoyS JLo ! ¢ Lo )_/i_m}
S Jold 51 ey s Legy o

ol

}CL»J‘

SSE) IR S EVER TS WL 3 3 RUUY B SR U U B W

AP B
¢

uf- . s

-

) °r

= :

E

[ o

)

= e

° J

= 4 g

=

= e

L

5 “0 15




SHL0 Y dagsen S asle g >l b

iy o Sb eSle il ais dinb —(0) o JSB
PIXE
RBS (4 R 00 LSwl [

Ol jar s X Haxe yo 4S8 syl dgaes
00 s el LSl slebeSs o g5
sleislg A LY PR
Swd  dad,w glas Ty cw L)Ly
glaasas RBS gy Lo .pooyaf
Sy (Y ) slooly slasYuis
Swds 5lssas L804S 51,0 goles

ad B34S weo 0 olaS T JSd o ol
Sb Pé.) 419 9 Bi Swl y Scew | le
O beose poler s phe IS
Bi 413 a0 HUaisl Lawl a¥ )
OLal o eaaly 5 s aSaido

COgd0 04 (S5 S sladaly 48

Bosy 3 6oaS i ¥

Bi o3y S 3 I o 0gl 8 o

=l oler de ) Y4 axo

cawl  Sb oy S ESIl ceg Lo

90 Bi Uil 4Y aelio sz Lol
B ¢ S | Sb a9y o lo ol gy

oy Bi Uy LS 40Y aeglie g oaan

U s s Y WSw! o WSS A
2 PBes a Ladoeen S Soow
Judo W 4y 4S8 cwl =31y Hlude
HEE W 03 )5S Ha—o Hledsd
008 BLS (Bi 31 gdoyo GldliwS
09 4SS Gwo)yyeid Gole 40Y dolzo

Sw |

o Gwl gSwee Lagy o S S
PR ) LN o lL3geS  Jlasl S L
dlro ylae g 08 Gy Ol50 22y
4 oLy al&he yo 4S8 Tga o
sleFlpow  Cwl (S 81 3 Sa0 ]
Sy 2 Legilo ghe oo sl
Gog L i U’L\_jl}Jl Se Lo 9 J_Bjjl
00 Gw)yeid DesS padzan Al
po ol 4 ewSe 4 5 B4y
S0 A4S ool g0 g (04

09 Bi ylogas b 50 S55S sladaly

g0 oda i 7 S
JULxy peady Lo jLod, 4S54
09908 LSLS ow! ol S0yl usl

2y glis eSwy xS Ol ue Lis

pmo Loy 85 b3 4 oleslyew  4S
Legyle bLS 51 gleyly Ho Ve
U I R NS W ade R S LA IR
P sy bl Sees s LeSwlo
LetlaSl  alad JoolS (o8, 8 ) b
gy Lol ol sdy oy lyws
SA S eb 4y odh sle gl
DB pa sy Jas o LgdlaSl phe
BT IV O P

Suwdny Sow s Oy Las
L ooow odd @yl 35 )l ude
s Sb 3lae o7 ade Gub  garde
cab @oleyT o550 0wl eolaiwlBi
5|3_,a [ Y I S S U S WL S N B w
a5 2y PIXE oy 4o 1, Bi 4 Sb
Ol dxai Lpsale s Jadx
o obdo (0 Jsd) JodxS  4aoixS
oo Ladwl Bi 0982 )Y 4SS da
292 Sn 4 Cu Lozl Sal

¢ S |

[ ool

glo—= +S

0 b

coylo

ol oyeFys YLy geelds 31 Sb Ll
<O |
1000
i)
B{LY)
100
)
sn(L)
Bii)
‘é i
v

CufKe) BillY)
10

1 3 5 7 9 i B 15 n 9
Energy(KeV)

—(adl) o JSb
S .PIXE @,
L ogd,0 04> Sn

4y Bi e3lw Hodx S 2w b
3 Cu slajallzls Sal RIBE

100060
Sb(L)
10000
1000
8
=
3
S
SHK
100 o)
SH{KB)
1
N
1 6 it 16 n 2% 31

Energy(KeV)



YYAY

[¢]

YA oy lad el s i d g pole Ao

- Sheet resistance

References:

L.

I. B. Cadoff and E. Miller,” Thermoelectric
materials and devices,” Reinhold Publishing
Cor.(1960).

A. Irace and P. M. Sarro, “Measurement of
thermal conductivity and diffusivity of single
and multilayer memberanes,” Sensors and
Actuators, A, 76, 323-328 (1999).

. Wagne G. Baer, Khalil Najafi, Kensall D. wise,

Robert S. Toth, “A 32- elements
micromachined thermal imager with on-chip
multiplexing,” Sensors and Actuators, A, 48,
47-54 (1995).

. F. Volklein, A. Wiegand and V. Baier, “High -

sensitivity radiation thermopiles made of Bi -
Sb - Te films,” Sensors and Actuators A, 29,
87-91 (1991).

. Marc C. Foote, Eric W. Jones and Thierry

Caillat, “Uncooled thermopile infrared detector
linear arrays with detectivity greater than
10° cm Hz"*w,” 1EEE Transactions electron
devices, 45, 1896- 1902 (1998).

csobls Lo L7
¢S )ad Ly |
COYYYVY) Gy

. o LA »

AR4

<>

Sl oS G o oo @Ol gl
oSyl usl LTy adl o doale
C,\_og]_ﬁ_o 49 05_33 4 ‘.L_.qu_) 0
L Aoy 0 bedaseyd S Al
LoGes L oLowl sl s laS s
L Do 2 Ty gopw xS
sY Lo Sow Lus> 9 ¢ Lo ) B S
goaSolaslh dolws 4o s ladageeys
g0yl 4l sl o= s ls
oz H1 8500 e sle Sl H Ly
—loy ol 5 cswles  cadiwly
NS Sszs Loy Ll Labloge L
ladlgas oSluw  Jol o o 2dx=da
sl Gway ol ol el 3guaS,

Jead Jols 5 oss Ui duglie o
ooy

vy Gl Laylogad (Ogo wb}

adle gl Ladagseyd o2 ool

J’L‘u)\J_Z)T 050y 4 culixo gu)ium
gleylun 4o HlLas Oadn cgowg s
caw !l oainS s
4000
00
gzwo $
S
1000
1]
L] 50 100 1% 200 50

Channel No.
Ul Joggeys 49se5 RBS b -1 4G

T d)d g g -0

o)l Lo 4 adlie GLSabwg

45 PIXE 5 RBS sleiib s,us

Ol Lw Al 3 8au51 O!j_aik_j‘_,ojT

PR S %’*—E‘H Ol ol S g

wligo L3l 3l Fy 03 Sloyusd

odurw adls HyLSHyw 5 Ol gy i
.u\_’)‘)ldo_o 9>LCI 5015_5-()_]03

Y - Seebeck effect

Y - Figure of merit

¥ - Multilayer

¢ — Heat sink



